
Open Letter

From Representatives of Turkmen Civil Society 

to the Parallel Conference of Civil Society 

held prior to the Summit of the OSCE in Astana

Dear Friends and Colleagues!

With enormous regret, the delegates of Turkmen civil society are unable to be present at the Parallel Conference. The authorities of Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan exerted as much force as they could to block our arrival in Astana.  The Turkmen authorities made physical threats and essentially placed us under house arrest.  The Kazakhstani authorities denied us visas.  This type of managed “cooperation” within the framework of the OSCE could be lauded if it weren’t for its nature.

Nevertheless, we are grateful to the Organizational Committee that our voice can be heard by you.

The first point we would like to bring before you:

Civil society in Turkmenistan has been destroyed.  All activists are forced to work underground.  Even timid attempts at cooperation and partnership are cruelly suppressed.  Arrests, house arrest, beatings, threats, provocations, discrediting, being forced to leave the country—are the realities and the last phase of the destruction of civil society in Turkmenistan.  These are not isolated instances against individual activists in Turkmenistan, but, rather, the atmosphere in which we live.  Furthermore, the authorities have begun to physically threaten Turkmen activists abroad.

The Turkmen authorities have placed under strict control not only those people who have a clear civic position, writers, journalists, activists, but also entire religious communities whose members are also constantly subjected to persecution and repression.

Freedom of speech; freedom of association; freedom of religion; freedom of movement, including the right to free departure from the country; the rights of national minorities; the rights of prisoners; and labor rights are completely destroyed or do not exist at all in the country.

And this experience should serve as a lesson to everyone.  For, we see that “the Turkmen model” of repression of civil society is already being used by the authorities of other Central Asian countries, and not only by them. 

We caution: that what the authorities have succeeded in doing in Turkmenistan, without a doubt, awaits you.  Without a distinct and unified rebuff of the authorities and conformists, civil society of the countries of Central Asia is condemned to degradation and extinction according to the “Turkmen model.”
Second.  The OSCE in Turkmenistan stopped playing the role of an acting mechanism for and transmitter of democracy a long time ago.  The office of the OSCE in Ashgabat keeps itself busy with an imitation of the process of realizing its mandate.

Instead of a principled and uncompromising fight for the basic principles of the organization, the office of the OSCE is busy with insignificant projects to teach state bureaucrats the basics of “cooperation and security.” However, this is not within the context of the letter and spirit of the OSCE, but rather in line with the Turkmen authorities’ understanding of “cooperation and security.”
This imitation and conformism completely discredits the existence of the OSCE in the country.  With its presence and activity in Turkmenistan, the OSCE is essentially an advocate of the totalitarian Turkmen regime. 

We call on:
All countries—members of the OSCE, the bureaucracy of the OSCE, international civil society, human rights and humanitarian organizations, authoritative world leaders, the media—to apply maximum effort to reanimate the activity of the OSE in Turkmenistan to a full value, principled and uncompromised fulfillment of the humanitarian mandate of the founding documents of the organization;

Including:


Conducting ongoing monitoring on the status of democracy and human rights in Turkmenistan with regular publication of corresponding reports, which include a statement of and concrete evaluation of the situation;


Including civil society activists and human rights defenders from Turkmenistan and international human rights organizations into the monitoring process;


Revisiting the results of the “Moscow Mechanism,” which Turkmenistan applied in 2003;


Initiating an open and public dialogue with the authorities of the country on the fate of political prisoners and prisoners of conscience, particularly in cases in which they have simply disappeared.

And third, and last
Twenty years after the fall of the USSR and the construction of “democracy,” we live in countries with less democracy and pluralism than during the time of Perestroika.

During all of this time, the human rights community—in each country and on the international level—has been less principled in its common activity and responsibility for each other than was needed. 

This has allowed the authorities in our countries and international bureaucracies, most importantly the OSCE, not to develop democratic processes and, instead, to imitate them.

And while democracy slept, the monsters of our regimes were born.

Our opponents learn well from each other, including how to suppress civil society.

And on the remains of the OSCE we must learn the lessons from our own defeat.

Our goal must be to return our governments and the OSCE to a firm position on the fundamental values of the Helsinki process.

In the new stage of our battle for human rights, we appeal to you to demonstrate greater solidarity, more principle and lack of compromise.  In the worst case scenario, we all await the “Turkmen model.”
With respect,

19 signatures


